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A new neighbourhood for Maiden Gully

Introducing the future 
of urban living in 

Maiden Gully 

/ A vision of a place / Living with the forests & landscape 
/ A community with a heart / A place to call home  

/ Building the local economy / A connected community / 



So what is happening?

Bendigo developer hosts the cities first 
Planning and Design Forum

In February 2012 a technical Planning 
and Design Forum was convened in the 
Old Town Hall, Bendigo. 

Over three days, representatives from 
state and local government, infrastructure 
managers and utilities companies joined 
local engineers, ecologists, economists 
and designers to explore the potential 
for, and benefits of growth on the western 
edge of Maiden Gully. 

The forum was the initiative of 
the local landowners represented by 
Damien Tangey, who was motivated to 
sponsor the event out of his concern 
that a business as usual approach to 

development in the region was not 
providing enough communication with 
the authorities and failing to determine 
the opportunities and constraints early 
in the process. 

The key objective of the forum was 
to ensure that growth in the area was 
planned in a way that it generated real 
and tangible benefits for the community 
as a whole.

The outcome was a clear vision 
of a best practice masterplanned 
neighbourhood that was highly 
integrated with its natural environments 
and the established local community.

Members of the forum reviewing design 
options checking the concepts against 
well-established principles and policy 
objectives. The group discussed ways to 
achieve the best outcomes and to deliver a 
liveable, sustainable new neighbourhood. 

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 

Growing the foundations of a community

The City of Greater Bendigo is considering an 
application to amend the planning controls for a 
parcel of land on the western edge of the Maiden 
Gully settlement. 

The land is substantially cleared unproductive 
agricultural land which is primarily accessed 
from Edwards Road. The site abuts the existing 
residential development along Michelle’s Drive and  
Kathleen Terrace. 

The Council has recommended the application 
be approved for exhibition. The Minister for Planning 
has authorised the exhibition of the amendment. 
The planning process is now at the stage for the 
community to be consulted.



“THE STRATEGY is not just about new suburbs or greenfields 

development, it’s about new housing styles,” she said. “We 

need an increased diversity in the amount of housing stock, so 

part of our strategy is about where and how we do that well.”  

BENDIGO’S  HOUSING  SQUEEZE  TARGETED 

Prue Mansfield, City of Greater Bendigo Director of Planning and Development 
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Strategic location & context 

•	 The new neighbourhood will be an urban 
extension to the existing Maiden Gully area, a 
sustainable approach building on the strengths 
of the existing area and the capacity of existing 
infrastructure; 

•	 Primary access from Edwards Road creates 
convenient access to Bendigo CBD, the 
surrounding activity centres and areas of 
employment;

•	 The new community will be within a convenient 
walking and cycling distance to Maiden Gully 
village reducing the need for car travel and creating 
the opportunity for healthy & sustainable lifestyles; 

• Improved connections throughout Maiden 
Gully will allow school children the joy of 
independently walking or cycling to school safely 
and conveniently; 

•	 Throughout the new neighbourhood, access 
to enjoy and experience the forests of Maiden 
Gully will be made available for all. Paths, trails, 
picnic areas and wetlands will showcase the rich 
environmental heritage of the area.  

A strategic opportunity 

The strong fundamentals of the 
Bendigo economy and better than 
forecast population growth has driven 
housing prices up across the city. 

While the emphasis for some growth 
may be directed towards urban infill 
projects, it is increasingly clear that new 
residential neighbourhoods and a mix of 
housing options are required to make a 
significant contribution towards relieving 
the pressure on the housing market, 
improving affordability and market 
access especially for first home buyers. 

The current market dynamics will 
struggle to meet pent up demand when 
there is an ongoing demand of around  
1,000 houses a year. 

Drivers  
of growth COUNCIL SAYS 1,000 NEW HOMES  NEEDED EVERY YEAR

COUNCIL estimates about 1,000 new homes are need each year to meet the population surge. More medium density and “infill” property developments are needed to kept up with rental demand the councils director of planning Prue Mansfield said. 

Josh Fagan 

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 

The area under consideration for 
inclusion within the urban growth boundary 
is highlighted on the map below. This parcel 
of non productive farming land shows 
significant merit with limited constraints 
to development and infrastructure to the 

doorstep. It adjoins existing residential 
development. Importantly the scale of 
the site represents a rare opportunity to 
approach the development in a holistic  
masterplanned way. Through this approach 
it will be possible to unlock the potential of 

the site for the wider community supporting 
the economic growth of the Maiden Gully 
Village Centre and underpinning the viability 
of community services, validating ongoing 
investment in local education and justifying 
transport improvements. 

Growing the foundations of a community

A new neighbourhood for Maiden Gully
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A vision for a liveable, sustainable & distinctive 
new urban community.

The new neighbourhood will be 
a complete village celebrating 
its heritage and surrounds, and 
sustaining a diverse, healthy 
community that values the 
environment
This vision for the new neighbourhood 
of Maiden Gully reflects the potential 
of the site to establish the foundations 
of a genuine community, captures 
the ambition of the proposal for best  
practice outcomes, and is built upon 
core policy objectives of the council.

The benefits this project will generate 
for the established community as well 
as for its newest members can be 
described as Place Themes. 

- Living with the forest & landscape
- A community with heart
- A place to call home
- Building the local economy
- A connected the community
These themes capture the real and 
tangible ways the vision for the 
neighbourhood will be delivered and 
the outcomes it will generate.  

Growing the foundations of a community

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 



Theme 1:- Living with 
the forest & landscape

Theme 2:- A community with heart

58ha

Investment in 
Community

Growth in the west of Maiden Gully 
will open up new areas of existing private 
forest to the local community. Over 
58 hectares of privately owned, Iron 
and Grey Box forest will be transferred 
to public ownership complete with a 
comprehensive network of purpose 
made walking and cycle trails, rest stops 
and picnic areas. 

This represents a total open space 
allocation of over 46% of the landholdings, 
one of the highest commitments to 
public space with any development 
area in recent history. These new areas 

of forested park will connect previously 
fragmented areas of public forest 
creating an interconnected network of 
forest that stretches from Kangaroo Flat 
to the west of Marong.

Through this new neighbourhood 
the local community will have access to 
cycling and walking tracks, rich wetland 
environments and interpretive signage. 

Within these new forested parks, 
several important heritage sites will be 
studied, protected, and made accessible 
for local enthusiasts and school groups.

The scale and location of the new 
neighbourhood will make a significant 
contribution to the energy and vitality of 
the Maiden Gully as a whole.

Population growth goes hand in hand 
with economic growth. New residents will 
help underpin the ongoing success and 
expansion of the established Maiden 
Gully village centre supporting business 
and justifying increased investment in 
community and education facilities.

Of new publicly accessible forested 
parks with cycle and walking trails, 
rest stops and picnic areas. 

· Community hub & district play space;
· Hierarchy of quality open spaces;
· Central open space corridor with lake;
· Parks within 200m of every house;
· Heritage interpretation trail;
· Walking and cycling trails;
· Walking & cycling paths to Maiden Gully  
  village shops and school;
· Contributions to road infrastructure  
  outside the site.

a

b c

child care

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 

Growing the foundations of a community

A new neighbourhood for Maiden Gully

A significant amount of investment is 
proposed with the development to assist 
the both the existing and future residents 
of Maiden Gully. This will be a direct 
investment made at necessary points In 
time by the developer. 

A significant investment is to be 
made to create a discernible community 
hub and local destination giving the 
neighbourhood a heart. Around the 
hub both new and existing Maiden 

Gully residents will enjoy access to a 
wetlands park including BBQ areas, 
playgrounds and gardens. A range of 
other parks will be scattered throughout 
the neighbourhood. 

Other key features of investment for 
the community will be completing the 
connection of walking and cycling trails 
back to the centre of Maiden Gully and 
significant contributions to upgrade road 
infrastructure outside the site.



Theme 3:- A place to call home

Theme 4:- Building the local economy

1,400 
The shape and structure of the 

neighbourhood will be first and foremost 
designed with people in mind. 

All homes will be within a short 2-3 
min walk of a high quality neighbourhood 
park, the streets and connections will be 
pedestrian and bike friendly, the houses 
aligned to capture the best sun and 
avoid the heat of the day. 

The neighbourhood will include 
a balanced mix of housing options 
creating opportunities for a broad range 
of households to join the community. 

This will range from traditional 
family houses with large lots through 
to compact cottages and even some 

modern compact homes suitable for first 
homebuyers and empty nesters. 

The new neighbourhood will become 
home to an estimated 1,200 to 1,400 
new households. Developed in phases 
each quarter will have its own character 
defined by a central urban park at its core. 
These high quality, contained spaces will 
provide a personalised amenity for the 
immediate residents reinforcing a strong 
sense of local community. 

In this way a genuine community can 
take hold, a community that represents 
all age groups with a common bond, the 
spaces and streets they share.  

Developed over time in stages of 
around 100 lots per year, the design 
and character of the neighbourhood 
will be carefully managed to ensure 
that it reflects the elements of 
Bendigo and the local character 
of Maiden Gully integrating 
the community with their local 
environment.

The new neighbourhood will be a significant generator 
of economic activity and employment for the local area 
driving growth and building prosperity. The growth will 
underpin the delivery of new and improved services and 
facilities for the community. 

Growing the foundations of a community

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 

Homes

Up to

Growth in the Maiden Gully region 
will contribute to the strength of the local 
economy and to the prosperity of the 
region as a whole. 

Development is a significant generator 
of economic activity and employment 
that benefits local business and families. 
With a development of this scale over 150 
people will be directly employed onsite 
each year for over ten years. 

Through the proposal an estimated 
$500 million of direct investment will 
be made into the Maiden Gully area 
boosting local business, suppliers and 
manufacturers. 

Up until completion in 2030, this scheme 
is projected to provide an $800 million 
injection into Bendigo’s Gross Regional 
Production, a contribution on a similar par 
with the new hospital development. 

The growth in Maiden Gully will generate 
other benefits for the local community. This 
development will contribute to the delivery 
of improved services and facilties for 
the local community including improved 
transport connections, new parks and 
recreation incorporating passive and 
active recreation destinations.

150 $500M
Jobs a year 
for 10 years

of direct investment  
in Maiden Gully

$



Theme 5:- A connected community

12km
The development of the new neighbourhood will make 

a real and lasting difference to the ability of the Maiden 
Gully community to access their local centre, sports ground  
and school. 

The development will make a significant investment into 
the established residential areas of Maiden Gully assisting in 
completing footpaths and dedicated off road, child friendly 
bike paths. Through this commitment the fragmented links 
through the existing settlement will be connected creating a 
network of routes that will allow the Maiden Gully community 
to walk to the shop and give school children the opportunity 
to safely walk and cycle to school.

The critical mass of new residents will underpin 
improvements to bus frequency through the settlement 
giving, teenagers and elderly increased independence  
and self-determination.

of new cycle paths will be 
created through the Maiden 
Gully region. This includes 
a vital link between the new 
neighbourhood and the 
Maiden Gully village centre, 
school and playing fields. 
This link will give both the 
established and the future 
residents the opportunity 
to live health, sustainable 
lifestyles.

The future of urban living in Maiden Gully 

Growing the foundations of a community

A new neighbourhood for Maiden Gully

Edwards Road

Monsants  Road

Myers  Creek

Carolyn Way

CBD a 20min cycle

Maiden Gully Shops

Pratty’s Patch

Pa
ta

s 
R

oa
d

Rathbones Lane

Michelle Drive

Kathleen Terrace

Calder Hwy

Bendigo Regional Forest

New public walking and 
cycle trails through forest 

Facilties for Cyclists 

New strategic pedestrain and cycle path 
connecting the community to the village

Community 
connected to 
strategic cycle 
path to city centre

Cycle paths connect community to 
the local hub and open spaces in 
the new neighbourhood

Bendigo,s most comprehensive 
residential cycle network 

Cycle link along Myers Creek creating a 
safe, convient and attractive link

Bendigo recreational 

trail connected 

Bendigo Regional Forest



The Birchgrove Difference

If you would like to know more about the proposed new 
neighbourhood for Maiden Gully, please contact us on 
the details below

Birchgrove Property 
45 Edwards Road, 
Strathdale

T:  5442 6464

W: www.birchgrove.com.au

Community Drop In Session  
Maiden Gully Community Hall 
Calder Service Rd, Maiden Gully

Thursday 9th May 2013 
10:00am - 2:00pm and 4:00pm - 7:00pm
The venue is wheelchair accessible, tea and coffee available.

Want to find out more?

Birchgrove Property is a local, family 
owned business with 40 years experience 
in the Bendigo market. Over the years 
they have made a significant and lasting 
contribution to the growth of Bendigo, a 
city they are truly passionate about. 

Damien Tangey understands the 
fundamentals of great places.  “ We are 
committed to bringing the best design 
and development thinking to Bendigo, 

we have been listening to our customers, 
we hear that people want ready access to 
significant amounts of high quality parks 
and open spaces, they want walkable 
neighbourhoods and lots of cycle paths, 
most importantly they want to be part of 
a community”. 

Damien currently acts as chairman 
of the UDIA’s Northern Victorian Charter 
where he actively promotes the growth 

of regional economies and communities.    

“An increase in well designed 
communities and affordable housing 
promotes investment in the region which 
will provide jobs, an important economic 
stimulus which will flow through to every 
sector of our local economy”. 

 

If you would like to meet the team and council officers 
involved in the project and have the opportunity to ask 
questions, please join us for a community drop in session 
in the Maiden Gully Community Hall, details below.


